
 

Listening 

 

01 Main Purpose/Topic 

 

Direction: Listen to a part of a talk in an astronomy class.  

 

Listening Script 

OK, we’ve been, uh, talking a lot about the more theoretical aspect of astronomy, especially the 

methods used by astronomers to, uh, chart the movements of celestial bodies. … (중략) … 

Astronomers have recently applies their knowledge to the study of art. I know … It sounds pretty 

strange. Everybody’s heard of Van Gogh, right? Well, the fact that most of his works were done in 

the impressionist style-you know, more concerned with capturing mood than with accurately 

portraying the subject-um, led many people to think that he was not concerned so much detail. 

However, this stereotype has been shattered with recent revelations about several of Van Gogh’s 

pieces … In particular, the ones that contain, uh, celestial phenomena-stars and such, A group of 

astronomers from a university in Texas used their knowledge of the movement of stars to show 

that Van Gogh’s portrayal of the night skies was so accurate that it is possible to determine the, 

um, exact date and time that individual works were painted. Today we’re going to look at how this 

was done.  

OK, take a look at this slide. Who can tell me the title of this painting? 

 

Question 

What is the main topic of the lecture? 

(A) Methods used by a famous European astronomer 

(B) Research on specific aspects of an artist’s work 

(C) Astronomical themes in early modern art 

(D) Influences on an important artist’s life 

 

  



02 Detail 

 

Listening Script 

After a lot of hard work the astronomers determined that it was, uh, Venus… Well, initially they 

worked on the assumption that it was Venus, but they were eventually proved to be correct. 

So, by looking at old almanacs-uh, these are compendiums of knowledge about specific regions 

that are usually published annually- the astronomers were able to figure out that Venus was 

particularly bright in the evening sky in June of 1890. It was already known that the work was 

painted during this month because of a letter written by Van Gogh to his brother. 

Anyway, the researchers traveled to the French town to locate the house in the painting. 

Fortunately, it was still standing. After making a series of careful comparisons between, um, 

photographs of the house at different times in the evening and the actual painting, it was 

discovered that the shadows matched most closely at about 7:00 PM. Remember … this was just 

an estimate. However, using a computer program that calculates the past and future position of 

the stars and planets, they were able to pinpoint the exact time and date of the scene in the 

painting-7:00 PM on June 16, 1890. Pretty amazing! 

 

Question 

According to the professor, how did astronomers establish that Venus was highly visible in June of 

1890? 

(A) They looked at paintings from the period. 

(B) They read letters written by Van Gogh. 

(C) They ran a computer simulation. 

(D) They examined old records. 

  



03 Function & Attitude 

 

Listening Script 

It was already known that the work was painted during this month because of a letter written by 

Van Gogh to his brother. Anyway, the researchers traveled to the French town to locate the house 

in the painting. Fortunately, it was still standing. After making a series of careful comparisons 

between, um, photographs of the house at different times in the evening and the actual painting, 

it was discovered that the shadows matched most closely at about 7:00 PM. Remember … this was 

just an estimate. However, using a computer program that calculates the past and future position 

of the stars and planets, they were able to pinpoint the exact time and date of the scene in the 

painting-7:00 PM on June 16, 1890. Pretty amazing! 

Now, this inspired the scientists to look more closely at Van Gogh’s other works. One piece in 

particular had puzzled art historians for decades … Here, look at this painting. What do you see? 

 

Question 

What does the professor mean when he says this: 

 

P: Remember … this was just an estimate. 

 

(A) He wishes to stress the importance of a fact. 

(B) He feels the students are likely to forget key information. 

(C) He thinks a previous statement may be misinterpreted. 

(D) He wants to emphasize the accuracy of a calculation.  

  



04 Connecting Contents I [List, Matching, Ordering] 

 

Listening Script 

Despite his love for traditional painting styles, Modigliani’s own approach was substantially 

different. It is very recognizable … Well, if you look at the handout I gave you yesterday, there is a 

reproduction of his painting “The Servant Girl”. This is fairly typical of most of his works, in that 

figures are characterized by the, um, elongation of the neck, the oval shape of the head, and the 

graceful lines of the body. As you can see in the background of this painting, the settings are 

sparse… There is just a hint of a room with a tile floor and, uh…blue-gray walls.  

 

Question 

Direction: In the lecture, the professor identifies several characteristics of Modigliani’s work. 

Indicate whether each of the following is a characteristic.  

 

Characteristic Yes No 

Minimal detail in the background √  

Blue and grey are dominant colors  √ 

Subjects’ necks are exaggerated √  

Bodies are portrayed in an elegant manner √  

 

  

 

  



05 Connecting Contents II [Purpose, Organization] 

 

Listening Script 

So, today we’re going to continue our exploration of bioacoustics and the various ways animals 

can communicate. If you can recall, uh, last time we talked about cetaceans, right? Whales and 

dolphins and their ilk… If you remember, they usually communicate using a series of clicks and 

whistles that are so high-pitched that humans, well, we just don’t have the right ears to hear 

them-they’re outside of our range. Well, in this lecture I’m gonna tell you about elephants and the 

way they communicate. Uh, whereas the cetaceans communicated ultrasonically, elephants 

communicate infrasonically which means below the range of human hearing. Infrasound can be 

felt, kind of like really low notes on a pipe organ in a big cathedral. Let me talk more about the 

science of sound, just to make sure we’re on the same page. So, when we talk about high-pitched 

and low-pitched sounds, we’re talking about the frequency of the actual sound waves. Pitch is a 

way to say how we perceive the sound. High-pitched sounds have a high frequency and low-

pitched sounds have a low frequency.  

 

Question 

Why does the professor mention a pipe organ? 

(A) To describe the nature of low-frequency sounds 

(B) To explain how harmonics change a sound 

(C) To specify the range of sounds humans can hear 

(D) To make a point about the attenuation of sound 

 

 

 

  



06 Inference  

 

Listening Script 

After a lot of hard work the astronomers determined that it was, uh, Venus… Well, initially they 

worked on the assumption that it was Venus, but they were eventually proved to be correct. 

So, by looking at old almanacs-uh, these are compendiums of knowledge about specific regions 

that are usually published annually- the astronomers were able to figure out that Venus was 

particularly bright in the evening sky in June of 1890. It was already known that the work was 

painted during this month because of a letter written by Van Gogh to his brother. Anyway, the 

researchers traveled to the French town to locate the house in the painting. Fortunately, it was still 

standing. After making a series of careful comparisons between, um, photographs of the house at 

different times in the evening and the actual painting, it was discovered that the shadows 

matched most closely at about 7:00 PM. Remember … this was just an estimate. However, using a 

computer program that calculates the past and future position of the stars and planets, they were 

able to pinpoint the exact time and date of the scene in the painting-7:00 PM on June 16, 1890. 

Pretty amazing! 

Now, this inspired the scientists to look more closely at Van Gogh’s other works. One piece in 

particular had puzzled art historians for decades … Here, look at this painting. What do you see? 

 

Question 

What can be inferred about almanacs? 

(A) They contain astronomical information. 

(B) They are only used in Europe. 

(C) They are a recent invention. 

(D) They include letters by famous people.  
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